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Durban Climate Summit Saves Face at the Expense of Future Generations
Canadian Youth Lament Outcome (full statement available here)

Durban, South Africa – As the sun rose over Durban, COP17 ended without reaching the deal promised to pave the way 
to a safe climate future. The UNFCCC passed the “Durban Outcome” at 5:00 a.m. local time, failing to provide tangible 
results on key pieces of the global climate regime. 

“Despite the fact that COP17 is being touted as a success by the architects of its demise, global “leaders” in Durban did 
little more than lay a roadmap to devastation,” said Amara Possian. “They are celebrating the creation of a deal to find a 
deal at some point in the future while emissions rise and the planet cooks.” 
 
The Green Climate Fund was left without financing, despite the fact that Fast Start Financing runs out in 2013, with no 
plan to fill the gap. 

“The Green Climate Fund is an empty piggy bank, should those nations in desperate need of adaptation financing shatter 
it they will find only the promises of the richest, most polluting nations,” explained Crystel Hajjar. “Unfortunately you 
can’t buy clean water, arable land and food security with promises.” 

The Kyoto Protocol survived the Durban talks, but only covering 15% of global greenhouse gas emissions. 

“While Kyoto survived in Durban, it is held hostage by polluting nations and corporate interests,” said Chris Bisson. “This 
irresponsibly low ambition does nothing to solve to the climate crisis, simply delaying decisions onto time borrowed 
from our generation.” 

Canada’s voice was noticeably absent in the final plenary.

“Only when the process threatens to turn into progress does Canada meaningfully engage in the climate negotiations,” 
stated Meghan McCarthy. “It’s clear that their interests are not in a binding global climate regime, only in maintaining 
business, and profits, as usual.” 

Despite attempts to silence voices of dissent, Canadian youth and other groups message was heard loudly in Durban. 
Canada’s Environment Minister went as far as to publish an op-ed defending his position. 

“No matter the outcome of these high level negotiations, the real solutions will be created by youth led movements that 
are able to take on the fossil fuel industries and the governments that support polluters and profits over the rights of 
people,” stated Cameron Fenton, National Director of the Canadian Youth Climate Coalition. “This is not the time to 
mourn Durban, but to organize and create a just, sustainable future.”
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