
I am gravely concerned about the future of the planet and the people who inhabit it.  
There is overwhelming scientific consensus that asserts that climate change is a reality 
and its impacts are occurring far faster than originally anticipated. 

Countless people from across this country have urged your government to end its 
destructive subsidies for dirty oil extraction and commit to a fair, ambitious, and 
binding climate legislation, however, it seems our demands have fallen on deaf ears. 

You have refused to show any kind of leadership at the international level and have 
chosen, instead, to become the lobby arm of Canada’s oil industry. You have put 
short-term economic interests ahead of the rights and lives of millions today and all 
subsequent generations. 

For years we have tried to appeal to your sense of moral obligation and common 
sense, however, I realize now that was our mistake and for that I sincerely apologize. 
It seems we are speaking a different language, so now I will attempt to speaks yours. 
I understand you are quite sympathetic to the needs of the oil industry, handing out 
billions in subsidies each year. It seems money and influence is what is needed to gain 
your support, so enclosed you will find my humble attempt to persuade you to see 
things my way.  If industry can buy influence, why can’t we?

We need to switch gears and focus on creating a just and sustainable future with clean 
energy, meaningful employment and justice for all people. Canada’s fossil fuel industry 
does not need your support, Mr. Harper, the people do. It’s your turn to make the right 
decision and put people ahead of polluters. 

Sincerely, 

______________________

______________________

Dear Prime Minister Stephen Harper, 

Operation Oil Change

Mr. Stephen Harper 
Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2


